Marihuana and the cardiovascular system.
The actions of marihuana on the cardiovascular system in man are the most consistent physiological effects produced by acue administration. Significant tachycardia and conjunctival injection are well established effects. When the subject is upright, marihuana produces a fall in blood pressure; however, either no significant effect or a slight increase in blood pressure occurs when the subject is supine. Marihuana has been reported to increase limb blood flow and produce no significant effect on electrocardiogram of normal subjects. It, however, interferes with the integrity of peripheral vascular reflex responses. Although the detailed mechanism of action has not been elucidated, there is evidence that marihuana produces both sympathetci nervous system stimulation and parasympathetic nervous system blockade. No data are available that indicate the acute administration of marihuana presents a significant hazard to the cardiovascular system of normal subjects.